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ABSTRACT 

This paper summarizes the first year experience of 
the Natrona County (Wyoming) school district in implementing a 
combined classroom model for educating intermediate grade students 
with emotional and behavior disorders (E/BD) in a general education 
setting. The combined classroom model involves two normal size 
classrooms made into one, three teachers (a general education 
teacher, a resource teacher, and a teacher of students with E/BD) as 
well as three paraprof essionals . The students include about 20 
students without disabilities, about 10 students with learning 
disabilities, and no more than 10 students with E/BD. The program 
involves an integrated behavior management system involving a level 
system varying in degree of structure, an impulse controls sequence, 
and monthly meetings of a support team which includes additional 
resource professionals and service providers. Program evaluation by 
parents (of students with and without emotional disabilities) has 
been highly positive. Students without emotional disabilities also 
expressed positive feelings about the combo class. The students with 
E/BD agreed that they were learning more though they tended to feel 
the behavior management system was unfair and only half would choose 
the combo class next year. Tables detailing evaluation results are 
attached. Transcripts of parent and student comments are also 
attached. (DB) 
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Reek & Anderson (1 994 CEC Convention) 

1 of 2 



Transcript of Parent Comments 
on the Combo Class Parent Questionnaire (1/94) 

General comments in response to: "Please describe any other feelings 
that you have regarding the combined class on the reverse side of this 
questionnaire". Code for the numbers in parentheses are as follows: 1 = parent of 
a general student, 2 = parent of a resource student, & 3 - parent of an E/BD student. 

0009 I believe the overall benefit to students in all areas, both educational and 
social, is great, I hope McKinley School can continue to offer this choice 
in the future and wish my child had another year to look forward to, (1) 

0012 It has been wonderful for my son's self-esteem and he is becoming even 
more compassionate and caring. He obviously gets more one-to-one 
attention that ever in the past, (1) 

0020 I think the combo class is great - my daughter can't say enough good 
things about it or the teachers. Her grades and attitudes have changed 
dramatically for the best. Please keep the combo class, ( 1) 

0023 My child has been scared at times when some of the kids with behavior 
problems get angry, (1; checked response 5 to item 12) 

0024 My child has expressed concern about getting reminders in front of the 
other children. It makes him feel embarrassed, (1; checked response 3 on 
item 6 and response 5 on item 12) 

Other comments, 

0007 Marked response 4 on item 2 and noted: "not class related", ( 1) 

0009 Marked response 1 on item 9 and noted: "He does like to tell me the 
"different" things that go on but it doesn't distract him". (1) 

0013 Marked response 3 on item 9 and noted: "Commented on other kids being 
angry and knocking things over". (2) 

Marked response 3 on item 11 and noted: "Socially - yes. Academically - 
not sure yet" (2) 

0032 Left item 6 unanswered and noted: "unsure", ( 1) 

0033 Left items 1 through 5 unanswered and noted: "I didn't have my child last 
year". 
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Responses on Item 13: "Describe in your own words the type of special 
needs children served in the combo class". 

0001 Her attitude has been greatly improved. ( 1) 

0004 Support!! The children receive positive support. (1) 

0005 Individual attention - excellent incentives. (1) 

0007 Individual needs can be more appropriately addressed. (1) 

0008 Children just need a little more support sometimes and thanks to the 
combined class they get it. (2) 

0009 More attention to each student - experience with different teaching styles 
and with different personalities of students and teachers. ( 1) 

0010 Oneon-one with teachers help when needed before it becomes a real 
problem. (1) 

0012 Behavior problems, emotional problems, peer relationships. (1) 

0013 Children who need modified reading programs because "traditional" 
teaching methods aren't effective. (2) 

0016 For the children with the inability to get along with other children on a 
normal level. It gives them the opportunity to learn to cohabit with 
supervision. (3) 

0017 Kids who have a hard time with peers and authority. (3) 

0018 More one-on-one with the child and teacher. (3) 

0023 Kids with behavior problems are taught social skills to learn appropriate 
behavior. (1) 

0024 Kids with behavior problems are taught what appropriate behavior is. (1) 

0025 Attention! Attention! Attention! 

0028 I love the one-on-one contact she gets when she needs extra help. I really 
appreciate it. (2) 

0029 I like (my child [being]) in the combo class. She feels a lot better about 
trying, where, she knows she isn't the only one with troubles, (2) 

0032 Behavior and peer association problems. (1) 

0033 Behavior problems. (3) 

0034 Children of varying disabilities are placed with children of normal 
patterns - they each learn from each other - there are positives for both in 
this system. (3) 4 £x 



Appendx B Reek & Anderson (1994 C£C Convention) 

1of2 

Transcript of Student Comments 
from the Combo Class Student Questionnaire (2/94) 

General comments in response to: "Please describe any other feelings 
that you have regarding the combined class in the space below". Code for 
the numbers in parentheses are as follows: 1 » a general student, 2 = a resource 
student, & 3 = an E/BD student. 

001 Combo class is cool! (1) 

002 The combo class is a very good class - I'de like my kids to be in the combo 
class. (1) 

003 that it was a good class and we do a lot of fun things and have fun whith 
freinds (1) 

004 I don't think total noncomplance shouldn't be an automatic cool down. (1; 
checked response 3 on item 12 and response 2 on item 17) 

005 My feelins are that this class has got me strait "As". (1) 

006 I think the combo class is a very good idea (1) 

007 My teachers are great (1) 

008 I like the class & I've been getting better grades & the teachers are really 
nice. (1) 

010 I feel that the c.c. is the best class ever!!! (1) 

011 I like my teachers (1) 

012 P.e. is too small and crowded. (1) 

013 I am happy in the combo class (1) 

014 I feel my teachers are nice and cool (1) 

015 I like the c.c. class because it makes me feel at home. ( 1) 

016 I think this class is great. I have made more friends this year than I have 
any other year. (1) 

017 I like it alot ... I want to be in it next year (1) 

018 I love the class that I am in. (1) 

020 OX (1) 

021 Sometimes people next to me are sometimes fair but I want a new rule like 
everyone has to be a fair participant. (2) 
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022 I have alot ove feelens for the combo class ... thank you. (2) 

023 I like this class a lot. (2) 

024 Nothing els to share* (2) 

026 This class is cool because the teachers are nice (2) 

027 I lik this class beacus there is so meny teachers (2) 

028 It is pertty nice to have all of the teachers we have (2) 

029 I like it a lot ... I would chouse this class! (2) 

031 I don't want to be in combo class .. I want some of the teachers to be with 
the other class. (3) 

032 it's a pretty cool class and so are the teachers. (3) 

033 It stinks (3) 

035 The cool downs don't work they Just make you even madder. (3) 

037 I got a sitation on the bus and what I did was self defence!!!!!!!!!!.? (3) 
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